The John O’Shea-trained Savabeel gelding Savvy Nature is rated ‘the
one to beat’ in tomorrow’s prestigious Gr.1 Victoria Derby (2500m).
Following his runaway win in the Gr.2 Mitchelton Wines Vase (2040m)
last Saturday and preferential barrier draw struck this week, Savvy
Nature is currently rated as the NZ$4.50 market elect with the NZ TAB,
shading out noted rivals Complacent and Polanski.
Savvy Nature’s place in Australia’s oldest classic cements a dream
hatched a year ago.
“When he was bought him at the NZB Ready To Run Sale a year ago
for $200,000, the vision for him right back then was always the Victoria
Derby,” said part-owner Max Whitby.
“Under John’s care he hasn’t put a foot wrong and we’re proud as
punch of him to see not only in the Derby, but in it as the favourite!.”
Success on Saturday would also be a dream come true result for Savvy
Nature’s breeders, ABP Enterprises Ltd, Angus Taylor Family Trust,
Little Avondale Trust & Storm Thoroughbreds Ltd.
Not only would they be toasting to his classic Gr.1 success, but to the
positive scan his dam Generous Nature (pictured left with 2013
Nadeem colt) returned to Savabeel this morning.

Just one week after we announced the remarkable Randwick double achieved by the Bill and Jim Gartshore’s
super mare Ambitious, it has happened again.
This time the double was struck by Pat and Jane Lowry’s mare Pare (Prized) at Wanganui.
Sporting a great beard in honour of our Thorough-Beard challenge (see story below), trainer Guy Lowry saddled up
two winners by the mare in the shape of Mr Hare (Fast ‘N’ Famous) and Pearls (Sudurka).

This week we put 60 seconds of curious questions to Max Whitby - who surprisingly for an Australian is a
bloody good bloke.
A big fan of the sire, Whitby not only raced Savabeel but has been involved in his breeding career and with
his outstanding progeny Scarlett Lady and Savvy Nature.
Favourite comfort food:
Favourite thoroughbred (s):
Favourite Author
Favourite TV show:
Book on the bedside table:
Favourite Movies:
If you weren't in racing, you'd be:
Defining moments in racing:
What do you do to relax:

Favourite holiday destination:
Favourite restaurant:
Favourite thing about Waikato Stud:
Best piece of advice:
Not many people would know that I

Steak – medium rare
Savabeel – obviously.
Loius Nowra – the author of A Biography of Kings Cross.
Seinfeld
Millers Guide to Gambling
Salmon Fishing in the Yeman
Concentrating on my Futures Trading Company (Propex)
Winning the Cox Plate with Savabeel
Work – I’m a futures’s trader.
I’ve been working since I was 14 years old. This has included owning
bars and restaurants, futures trading and as of more recently, a new
recycling business venture.
Fiji
Bourbon and Beefsteak, Kings Cross
The people and the horses.
Treat it as a business and then the fun comes along.
Parachuted solo out of an aeroplane when I was 16.

BEST CASE 10g
Savabeel x Ambitious by Last Tycoon
SAVANNAH MOON 10f
Savabeel x Tennessee Moon by Darshaan
ÉCLAIR BIG BANG 10g
Savabeel x Ennerdale by Singspiel
SAVVY NATURE 10g
Savabeel x Generous Nature by Carnegie
PINSTRIPE LANE 10c
Pins x Singasong by Danasinga
KARLA BRUNI 07f
Pins x Cantante by Centaine
DOUBLE O SEVEN 05g
No Excuse Needed x Impassive Lady by
Defensive Play
THY 08f
O’Reilly x Star Affair by Star Way
YOU’RE SO GOOD 09f
Savabeel x Lightning Spur by Flying Spur
FLORIIA 07f
Savabeel x Aria by Centaine
STRIKE THE STARS 08g
Savabeel x Ambitious by Last Tycoon
SILENT ACHIEVER 08 m
O’Reilly x Winning Spree by Zabeel

SATURDAY
Gr.3 Carbine Club Stakes
(1600m)
Gr.2 Wakeful Stakes (2000m)

VRC

1:20pm

VRC

2:00pm

Gr.1 Coolmore Stud Stakes
(1200m)
Gr.1 Victoria Derby (2500m)

VRC

3:30pm

VRC

5:00pm

Gr.1 Victoria Derby (2500m)

VRC

5:00pm

Listed Feilding Gold Cup
(2100m)
Listed Feilding Gold Cup
(2100m)

VRC

5:06pm

VRC

5:06pm

Gr.1 Myer Classic (1600m)

VRC

5:45pm

Gr.1 Myer Classic (1600m)

VRC

5:45pm

Gr.1 Myer Classic (1600m)

VRC

5:45pm

VRC

7:10pm

VRC

5:00pm

Gr.3 Tab.com.au Stakes
(1400m)
TUESDAY
Gr.1 Melbourne Cup

Meet Sacred Falls’ little brother.
th

He was born on the 20 of October and as you
can see, he is a little ripper.
Iguazu’s Girl is booked to O’Reilly in 2014.

After 5-6 weeks of itchy faces and decidedly ‘shabby chic’ appearances, the WS sponsored Thorough-Beards are
now preparing for ‘Shave Day’.
“If Savabeel gets a Gr.1 winner tomorrow, the beards will be coming off as soon as tomorrow afternoon,” said Mark
Chittick.
As hoped, the ‘Thorough-Beard Challenge’ has successfully raised $20,000 for the Leukaemia & Blood Cancer
New Zealand (LBC).
Those people to have supported the cause by throwing away the razor include many members of the Waikato Stud
team and outside supporters such as Guy Lowry, Jonathan Scully Basil Treymane, Sam Williams, Tom Lowry,
Roddy Schick, Brent Taylor, Kempey the Wine man, Thomas Nicholson, Simms Davison and Rua Muctai.
As things stand, the runaway leader for the ‘Big Brave Effort’ award has
to be our very own Maintenance Manager Mike Dyball (pictured left). Mike
has donned the ‘Matamata Mullet’ since he was 8, but in light of the
cause, he not only grew the beard but lost the hair on top too.
For those keen to still support the cause, you can find out more about the
Thorough-Beard group by visiting www.shaveforacure.co.nz, or more
simply, by just clicking here.
http://www.shaveforacure.co.nz/view_group_event_profile/1591

This week we introduce Waikato Stud’s Wet Mare Manager,
Andrew Jackson.
Andrew (seen left with Make A Wish and her 2013 O’Reilly filly)
joined Waikato Stud eight years ago.
AJ’s Wet Mare team are responsible for the mare’s who have
foaled approximately a week or so earlier. It is their responsibility
to monitor the breeding cycle of each mare and to ensure the
optimal health of the foals.
This year, the Wet Mare team will have cared for close to 300
mares and foals.
How did you get started:
Experience prior to joining WS:
Got into the Stud life because:
How did you come to work here:
Favourite things about Waikato
Stud:

Last Book I Read:
Career Influencers
Job Highlights:

Favourite pastimes:
Favourite Restaurant:
Favourite racehorse:
Not many people would know
I…
Favourite TV Show:
Favourite Broodmare:
Best piece of Advice

Living in Matamata all my life, it was either horses or dairy farming.
I had been a Dairy Farmer for about 10 years and counted 20 years of
experience spread between Blandford Lodge and Westbury Stud.
Always had a passion for horses since I was yay high.
I was taking a break from farming and was helping build the bbq area
over at Game Gully. I got talking to Mark and it snowballed from there.
Group 1 celebrations!.We must have replayed Daffodil’s AJC Oaks win
at least 100 times.
Plus there’s nothing better than driving down the track after hours and
seeing happy horses just chilling out in the paddocks full of good ‘ol’
Waikato tucker’.
Racing Annual.
Beyond the Chitticks, it would have to be Russell Warwick. He was my
first boss and a great mentor.
Any group 1 winners bred and/or raced by the stud.
Another highlight is following a horse from conception, yearling sales,
racing, breeding right through to retirement.
Horse racing and watching my kids Baylee, Deveraux and Tasmyn play
sport.
Alfressco, Gold Coast
Rough Habit, Savabeel or any Australian Group1 winner bred in NZ (love
to beat the Aussies).
I used to have blonde curly hair.
Off The Rails
Make A Wish - she’s a daughter of Starcent, which is a family that I am
very fond of. She is going to be the future of the stud.
You can only learn so much from a textbook. Get out there and do the
practical.

When Shamus Award held on to win the Cox Plate, he amazingly became the
3rd winner of this great race out of a Success Express mare – with the 2 before
him being Pinker Pinker and our own Savabeel. In fact, Wonderful World
would have made it 4 winners if it hadn’t been for the super Pins horse El
Segundo being too good for him.
The Success Express influence was actually very strong last weekend. The
other Group 1 race of the weekend was won by another grandson of Success
Express in Buffering.
Savabeel – who is New Zealand’s only sire to carry Success Express
bloodlines, also played a starring role as the sire of the Gr. 2 Mitchelton Wines
Vase winner, and now VRC Derby favourite, Savvy Nature last Saturday.
Remarkably, it appears Savabeel may have as many as 7 stakes runners at
Flemington this Saturday.
Savabeel being by Zabeel out of a Success Express mare, it seems highly
likely that he will also play a starring role as a broodmare sire when progeny of his daughters start hitting the track.
With O’Reilly being by Last Tycoon out of a Pompeii Court mare, and with Pins being by Snippets out of a
Kaoru Star mare, many would say it was logical that they were both going to be high class broodmare sires.
O’Reilly is currently running at 6.4% SW/Rnrs as a broodmare sire, and Pins is running at 7.0% SW/Rnrs. To put
those figures into perspective, the benchmark for a very good broodmare sire seems to be about 4.5% SW/Rnrs;
and most would agree Zabeel is about as good a broodmare sire as could be found, and his results are 6.5%
SW/Rnrs to date. So, the influence on the racing population from Pins, O’Reilly and Savabeel as both sires and
broodmare sires, looks like it will safely continue for many years to come.
If you would like to discuss your mating options for this season, please feel free to contact me via phone (021 433
073) or e-mail (Gareth@waikatostud.co.nz).

Its pretty amazing looking at the WS-sired stakes runners
above. At the end of the day, these big races are very hard
to win and you can’t win them, if you are not in them. To
see our boys being so well represented on Derby Day is
hugely satisfying.
When your running an operation as big as ours, its just so
important to have a good team around you. I have to say
the team here has done an incredible job this year. It really
does make things so much more enjoyable and
professional.
Now that we are through the thick of the season, I can also
safely tell you that the new sires Ocean Park and Rock ‘n’
Pop are flying.

That Savabeel will get another Gr.1 winner this weekend!

