A year ago today, Ocean Park was on the precipace of becoming the first horse in
history to cap four consecutive Gr.1 wins with success in Australasia’s weight-for-age
showpiece, the Gr.1 W.S. Cox Plate (2040m) at Moonee Valley.
As seen in the photo taken this morning, life has certainly treated New Zealand’s
reigning ‘Horse of the Year’ kindly in the year that has followed.
Ocean Park has taken his next chapter as a sire at Waikato Stud all in his stride and
has received a terrific book of mares.
To this end, some of the highlights of his 2013 book have include: Escada, Glamour
Puss, Lovetrista, Jacilo, Insouciant, Lunar Tudor, Markisa, Pernod and Legs.

Tauranga-based brothers Jim and Bill Gartshore celebrated success as breeders of not one, but two winners on
the Randwick racecard last weekend.
Adding to the remarkability of this achievement is
the fact that the two winners Strike The Stars
and Best Case are full brothers themselves.
By Savabeel and out of the Last Tycoon mare
Ambitious, Strike the Stars is the Gr.3 winner
of the Gloaming Stakes and was runner-up in
last year’s Gr.1 Australian Guineas.
His 3YO brother Best Case (seen right as a
yearling with Jim and Bill) has had five starts for
two wins and a placing.
The Savabeel pair - who were astutely
purchased by their trainer Anthony Cummings
for A$80,000 and A$170,000 at Inglis’ 2010 and 2012 Easter Yearling Sales, flew to Melbourne earlier this week.
“Best Case has settled into Melbourne well and is nominated for the Gr.3 Carbine Club Stakes (1600m) at
nd
Flemington on November 2 ,” said Cummings.
“Strike The Stars is also bright and well and depending on rating, he will be aimed at the Gr.1 Emirates Stakes
(1600m) on November 9. If his rating is a concern, we’ll look at racing him earlier in a 1400m race on Derby day.”

This week we put 60 seconds of curious questions to successful Sydney trainer, Anthony Cummings.
Favourite comfort food:
Favourite thoroughbred (s):

Favourite Author
Favourite TV show:
Favourite Movies:
If you weren't in racing, you'd be:
Defining moments in racing:
What do you do to relax:
Favourite holiday destination:
Favourite restaurant:
Favourite thing about Waikato Stud:
Best piece of advice:

Bacon and Eggs
Fiveandahalfstar and Hotel Grand.
Hotel Grand enabled me to get Fiveandahalfstar and he’s been a
life changer.
Crime Fiction writer Michael Connelly
Murdoch Mysteries
Batman
Not as happy.
Winning the Gr.1 Victoria Derby with Fiveandahalfstar.
Go to the Gym
Thailand
La Vecchia Cucina in Sydney
Savabeel
Never give up, never say die.

SHAMEXPRESS 09c
O’Reilly x Volkrose by Volksraad
KARLA BRUNI 07f
Pins x Cantante by Centaine
COMMETT 08g
No Excuse Needed x Ginja Gem by Jetball
SAVVY NATURE 10g
Savabeel x Generous Nature by Carnegie
PINSTRIPE LANE 10c
Pins x Singasong by Danasinga
SANTOS 07g
No Excuse Needed x Carinda by The Jogger
MONACHEE 06f
O’Reilly x Kincia by Kinjite
SANASAR 10c
Savabeel x Shynzi by Danzig
TIMY TAYLOR 10g
No Excuse Needed x Skite by Pins
KING SAVINSKY 10g
Savabeel x Lyninsky by Stravinksy
SACRED FALLS 09c
O’Reilly x Iguazu’s Girl by Redoute’s Choice
EPINGLE 07f
Pins x Etoile du Nord by Zabeel
NANDOWRA 07g
Savabeel x Fabaz by O’Reilly
WAR AFFAIR 10g
O’Reilly x Kristique by Kris S
SPELLBINDER 10f
O’Reilly x Scenic Spirit by Scenic

FRIDAY
Gr.1 Manikato Stakes (1200m)

MVRC

Midnight

SATURDAY
Gr.3 Thompson Hcp (1600m)

WRC

3:48pm

Gr.3 Thompson Hcp (1600m)

WRC

3:48pm

Gr.2 Mitchelton Wines Vase
(2040m)
Gr.2 Mitchelton Wines Vase
(2040m)
Listed Spring Classic (2000m)

MVRC

4:30pm

MVRC

4:30pm

CJC

4:35pm

Listed Spring Classic (2000m)

CJC

4:35pm

Gr.2 Wellington Guineas
(1500m)
Listed Canterbury Stakes
(1600m)
Listed Canterbury Stakes
(1600m)
Gr.2 Schweppes Crystal Mile
(1600m)
Gr.3 Eliza Park International
Stakes
SUNDAY
Sgp-1 Raffles Cup (1800m)

WRC

4:58pm

CJC

5:10pm

CJC

5:10pm

MVRC

6:15pm

MVRC

6:50pm

Sing

10:00pm

Sgp-1 Raffles Cup (1800m)

Sing

10:00pm

Waikato

3:30pm

MONDAY
Gr.3 James and Annie Sarten
Memorial Stakes (1400m)

The inclusion of former juvenile champion and current three-year-old star War Affair has added an element of
intrigue to Singapore’s Group 1 Raffles Cup (1800m) this
Sunday.
From the 10 nominations slated to contest the second Leg of
the Singapore Triple Crown Series, the Mark Walker-trained
O’Reilly gelding is the only one who does not fit in either of
the two distinct categories of usual suspects.
In one corner, there are the first-Leg runners going for their
rematch in Round Two, and in the other, those who
eschewed the first Leg in favour of the longer distances of
the last two Legs.

Age is the other element of surprise and intrigue as no three-year-old has ever won the feature race since its
inception in 1991, even if it is a Weight-for-Age race open to three-year-olds and upwards.
As such, the New Zealand-bred son of O’Reilly will carry the postage-stamp weight of 49kgs, in receipt of as much
as nine kilos from his older rivals.
Walker took a leaf from the Group 1 Cox Plate (2040m), in his decision to go against the grain. Some three-yearolds who dared contest the race considered as the Weight-for-Age championship of Australasia and won, include
the likes of So You Think (2009), Savabeel (2004) and Octagonal (1995).
“If he was in Melbourne, it would have been a natural step-up for him to head towards the Cox Plate,” said the
Kiwi trainer.
“His lead-up races have been no different here. He is clearly the best three-year-old here and he deserves his
chance.”
Source: Singapore Turf Club

Taupo breeders Pat and Jane Lowry welcomed
into the world a full brother to the star
international galloper Ambitious Dragon on
Wednesday.
“Right from the day he was born, he’s stood out
as a nice big, leggy, attractive colt,” said Mark.
The cracking colt is pictured left at two days of
age.

This week we introduce Waikato Stud’s Yearling Manager, Kerrie Cox.
Kerrie (seen left with Savabeel ex Finery 2012 filly) joined Waikato Stud 10
years ago.
Since this time she has impressed all with her positive attitude and
horsemanship.
In 2012, the Waikato Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association recognised her
accomplishments to date, honouring her with the Mary Lynne Ryan Young
Achiever Award.
In the months ahead, Kerrie will oversee the preparation of 85 sale bound
yearlings.

How did you get started:
Experience prior to joining WS:
Got into the Stud life because:
How did you come to work here:
Favourite things about Waikato
Stud:
Last Book I Read:
Career Influencers
Job Highlights:
Favourite pastimes:
Favourite Restaurant:
Favourite Thoroughbreds:
Not many people would know
I…
Favourite TV Show:

My Dad was a track manager when I was a child and in time, this led to
me doing holiday work at the Equine Vets – Marks & Ewen in Matamata.
No stud work, but had evented and had worked with horses most of my
life.
Love being part of the development of young horses.
My Dad drove past on a tractor and asked Mark if there were any jobs
available for his 15 year old daughter.
Being able to work with some of the best thoroughbreds in Australasia
and being part of a tight-knit team.
Thomas the Tank Engine – it was for my five-year-old son.
Mark and Garry and my parents
Selling Alamosa’s No Excuse Needed half-brother for $480,000 and
having a 100% sale rate at Karaka Yearling Sales a few years ago.
Spending time with my family, watching racing, riding and cycling.
The Loose Goose in Tirau
Roop All, Daffodil and Sacred Falls.
Lived in Malaysia for four years.
Private Practice

The weekend’s racing saw 2 new stakes winners for daughters of O’Reilly, with these being Kingdoms (Listed
ATC City Tattersalls Club Cup) and Hucklebuck (Listed MRC Gothic Stakes). This again highlights the wonderful
job he is already doing as a broodmare sire, with there now being 24 stakes winners out of O’Reilly daughters.
Interestingly, he has achieved these results at the rate of 6.4% SW/Rnrs. By
comparison, and to illustrate how well O’Reilly is doing as a broodmare sire,
daughters of the amazing Zabeel are producing stakes winners at the rate of
6.5% SW/Rnrs.
In an earlier Pedigree Pointer section, I reviewed the very strong compatibility
between O’Reilly and the mare Special. The Kingdoms result was a further
example of this affinity, with him being by High Chaparral – and with High
Chaparral carrying Special as the 2nd dam of his sire Sadler’s Wells.
The affinity between O’Reilly and Sadler’s Wells does seem to be a particularly
strong one, with results to date running at 15.2% SW/Rnrs when they have been
combined anywhere in a pedigree. In addition to Kingdoms, these stakes
winners have included The Pooka, Villifye, Annie Higgins and the very exciting
Spellbinder.
So, for mares carrying Sadler’s Wells in their pedigree, O’Reilly has already
demonstrated what an excellent option he provides to help give you the best chance possible of breeding a stakes
winner.
If you would like to discuss your mating options for this season, please feel free to contact me via phone (021 433
073) or e-mail (Gareth@waikatostud.co.nz).

We’re right in the middle of the season, but people involved are always welcome to
come visit us. We actually had a few owners and supporters to the farm this week,
which we thoroughly enjoy and it gives them a chance to learn abit more about what we
do here.
We’ve had a ‘coupla winners’ this week. Daffodil’s sister Posy (No Excuse Needed x
Spring) got the ball rolling at Rotorua last Saturday, our Savabeel filly Costume came
home for a sweeping win from last at Te Aroha on Wednesday and then Showstopper
(Pins x Burwood Road) showed some dash at Hawke’s Bay yesterday.
Congrats to the trainers, handlers and jockeys who enabled us to celebrate these wins.

Believe it or not I am tipping a horse who was last at his most recent outing.
I’ve had a sneaky chat with Commett’s trainer John Bary and there were some issues that he believes have since
been ironed out.
Commett is currently rated a $17 fixed odds chance with the NZ TAB.
TIP: COMMETT - Saturday - Gr.3 Thompson Hcp (1600m) – 3:48pm – WRC –TAB link

