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/‘?7 Waikato Stud

What’s been happening at Waikato this week?

Afull sister to the 2021 ATC G1 Flight Stakes conqueror Never Been Kissed was brought into the
world on Monday. Movie had another stunning filly by Tivaci.

An exciting foal of the week and the WS team are stoked with the outcome!
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A Cox Plate hero, eight-time New Zealand Champion Sire and the sire of 27 G1 winners, Savabeel
featured in Monday’s TDN AusNZ Nicking Tricks article.

Delve into the trends that work here.

Mating of the week
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we are credited with Corner’.

Just as an aside, Winston is as usual not lacking confidence. We were all unlucky that COVID
destroyed not only NZ first but NZ as well. Well he said when asked will he return, “Napoleon lost
two battles and returned.” Well, | don’t a lot about Napoleon. | know he was short and debonair
(definitely a match) and that he was exiled twice (not sure fishing in the Bay of Islands is a match).
Now | would not like you seven to get me in trouble but between us | think the mocker of Emperor
Napoleon Peters will go a long way to enhancing any of his lost mana.

On a more serious note, | have grave concerns about our ability to retain Group status for much of
our black-type racing. With more of our horses racing in Australia, successfully | might add, those
horses trailing our Group winners are unlikely to be considered of sufficient quality to justify the
current rankings. This is a serious matter that | don’t have the answer for but, as | have mentioned

in previous Corners, | was on the Graded Stakes Committee for two years.

It was a difficult task then, let alone now. What will the consequences of a reduction in Group
opportunities be? Clearly, our Group racing needs to be credible, and | have long advocated that
the winners of our recent Classics are credible. Those that have crossed the Tasman confirm this,
but our declining numbers reflect our declining quality. We are blessed with a natural rearing
advantage however we can’t fly on one wing forever.

We need to halt the decline in our foal crop or will be regarded as the Italy of the Southern
Hemisphere. We had yesterday a couple of Victorians who asked if the Messara Report had been of
benefit. | was embarrassed to confirm his efforts on our behalf, right or wrong, were largely
ignored. Our current great hope, the Auckland amalgamation, is hopeful but dependent on
Avondale and then one would have to say regional.

Well that’s enough, although Emperor Napoleon Peters has certainly managed to survive longer
than Napoleon. Is there any chance our leader may have delved into history for a role model? Marie
Antoinette comes to mind.

Cheers,
G
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